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	Farmers IPM Training 

Date: August - September 2007
Place: Litani Extension and Agricultural 

 Service Center Khirbet- Kanafar - Bekaa –

Lebanon
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Objective: 
 
Teach the farmers how to shift to IPM concepts and IPM status in Lebanon
Collaborators:
Projects: IRWA, ROSS II and Regione Lombardia funded project: “Promotion of     sustainable Agriculture Project in Lebanon”.
Participants: 
67 Farmers of IRWA project zone 
  Trainer
Dr Youssef Bou Jaoude, American university of Beirut –Lebanon; 
Number of sessions duration, and place: Four IPM training sessions were completed so far. They were held on August 8, 22, 29 and September 18, 2007 at the khirbet Kanafar Service Center‘s Conference room. Each session covered half a working day.
Training content: 

The session included many points:

· How to preserve seeds from year to year.

· Importance of seeds analysis and importance of establishing analysis in Lebanese laboratories.

· Importance to shift to IPM concepts.

· Actual status of IPM in Lebanon.

· Pests’ classification.

· Pesticides classification.

· Disadvantages of pesticides misuse.

· Fundamental information to have as a basis to success an IPM strategy.

· Some IPM orientations.

· Useful tips to follow for reducing the cost of production.

· Impact of IPM on sustainable agriculture.

· Open discussion about the major problems faced by the farmers in their practical work. The most obvious problem concerned the relationship between farmers and pesticide companies and their credibility.
Methodology:
Interactive indoor lecture where the trainer stressed on the real practical information that the farmer might need to succeed the IPM process
Follow-up material handed: 
A handbook over viewing IPM prepared by Youssef Bou Jaoude was delivered to the farmers. It is designed to serve them as guide book to follow in order to succeed IPM.
A registration list with farmers’ names, addresses and contact numbers was also prepared for any other next meeting. The evaluation of the training showed a high level of interest of farmers in this topic. 
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First session: View of the participants
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2nd session: View of the participants
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3rd session

Dr Yussef Bou Jaoude (trainer) with some participants during the interactive lecture
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Fourth session


Dr Yussef Bou Jaoude (trainer) with 5 of the participants
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